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“O My Lord , increase me in knowledge” .+~
(Holy Qur'an 20:115)
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Tilawat-e-Qur’an
Group #1: 15-30 Years &
Group #2: 31 Years and Older

Group #1 & #2 will present a melodic recitation with correct pronunciation
(memorization NOT required) of Surah Al-Hashr (Chapter 59)

Criteria for Marking Marks
Correct Pronunciation (i.e.
Basic Rules & Stop Signs) »
Melody 10
Fluency 10
TOTAL 45

Before the competition begins, the Urdu and English translation of these Ayat
must be presented by the organizer, and displayed on the screen throughout the
competition.

There will be only one first, one second and one third at local and regional level

Only the 1st position holder with marks of 80% or higher the local level will
proceed to the Regional Ijtima

Only the 1st position holder with marks of 90% or higher, from Group 1, at the
regional level will proceed to the National Ijtima



Hilz-e-Qur’an
Group #1: 15-30 Years &
Group #2: 31 Years and Older

Memorized recitation with correct pronunciation of:
Surah al-Balad: Chapter 9o

Criteria for Marking Marks
Memorization 25
Basic Rules 10
Stop Signs 10
Correct Pronunciation 5
TOTAL 50

There will be only one first, one second and one third at local and regional level

Only the 1st position holder with marks of 80% or higher the local level will proceed
to the Regional Ijtima

Only the 1st position holder with marks of 90% or higher, from Group 1, at the
regional level will proceed to the National Ijtima



English Speech

Group #1: 30 Years and Younger
Group #2: 31 Years and Older

Delivery of a speech in English in 5 minutes on the following topics:
(If a member participates in more than one language, her topics must be different)

1.The Promised Messiah (as) - a true Prophet of God for the Latter Days

2.Emulating the Righteous Examples of the Female Companions of the
Holy Prophet (sa)

3.Salat is a shield that protects us from from materialism and ethical
decline

4.Modesty is not merely a physical covering but a spiritual guard

5.“Your role in the home is that of nation builder, shaping the character
of future Ahmadis” (Message to Lajna Canada on occasion of National
[jtima’at 2025)

e The Group 1 participant who qualifies for the National Ijtima and her Regional Sadr
Sahiba must have their topic approved by National Sadr Sahiba by July 15th , 2026. Topics
cannot be from the Ijtima Syllabus.

o There will be only one first, one second and one third at local and regional level.

 Only the 1st position holder with marks of 80% or higher the local level will proceed to the
Regional Ijtima

 Only the 1st position holder with marks of 90% or higher, from Group 1, at the regional
level will proceed to the National Ijtima

e *NOTE: Time Count will begin AFTER recitation of Tashahud by participants. Recitation
of Tashahud is mandatory and marks will be deducted if the participant makes a mistake
in its recitation.

Tash-shahud in Arabic:
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English Speech

Group #1: 30 Years and Younger
Group #2: 31 Years and Older

Criteria for Marking for Urdu & English Speeches Marks

Content (Excellent Understanding of the Topic) 15
References (i.e. Holy Qur’an, Hadith, Writings of the Promised

Messiahas/Khulafa’-e-Karam/Other scholars) 3
Appropriate and Effective Vocabulary 5
Style & Delivery (i.e. Appropriate Pitch & Effective Pauses) 5
Maintain Eye Contact 5
Correctness & Clarity of Pronunciation 5
Time (*please see note above) 5
Memorization (not in local) 5
TOTAL 50




Urdu Speech

Group #1: 30 Years and Younger

Group #2: 31 Years and Older

Delivery of a speech in Urdu in 5 minutes on the following topics:
(If a member participates in more than one language, her topics must be different)
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e The Group 1 & Group 2 participant who qualifies for the National Ijtima and her
Regional Sadr Sahiba must have their topic approved by National Sadr Sahiba by July
15th , 2026. Topics cannot be from the Ijtima Syllabus.

e There will be only one first, one second and one third at local and regional level.

o Only the 1st position holder with marks of 80% or higher the Local level will proceed to the
Regional Jjtima

 Only the 1st position holder with marks of 90% or higher at the Regional level, from Group
1& Group 2 will proceed to the National [jtima

e *NOTE: Time Count will begin AFTER recitation of Tashahud by participants.
Recitation of Tashahud is mandatory and marks will be deducted if the participant
makes a mistake in its recitation.

Tash-shahud in Arabic:
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Urdu Speech

Group #1: 30 Years and Younger
Group #2: 31 Years and Older

Criteria for Marking for Urdu & English Speeches

Marks

Content (Excellent Understanding of the Topic) 15
References (i.e. Holy Qur’an, Hadith, Writings of the Promised

Messiahas/Khulafa’-e-Karam/Other scholars) 3

Appropriate and Effective Vocabulary 5

Style & Delivery (i.e. Appropriate Pitch & Effective Pauses) 5

Maintain Eye Contact 5

Correctness & Clarity of Pronunciation 5

Time (*please see note above) 5

Memorization (not in local) 5

TOTAL

50




French Speech

Group #1: 30 Years and Younger

Delivery of a speech in French in 5 minutes on the following topics:
(If a member participates in more than one language, her topics must be different)

1.Le Messie Promis (as) — un véritable Prophete de Dieu pour les Derniers
Temps

2.Suivre les nobles exemples des compagnes femelle du Saint Prophete (sa)

3.La Salat est un bouclier qui nous protege du matérialisme et du déclin
moral.

4. La modestie n'est pas seulement une couverture physique, mais une
protection spirituelle.

5.« Votre role au maison est celui de batisseur de la nation, faconnant le
caractere des futurs Ahmadis » (Message adress¢ a Lajna Canada a

l'occasion des Ijtima’at nationaux 2025)

e This competition will end at the Regional level

e Only the 1st position holder with marks of 80% or higher the Local
level will proceed to the Regional Ijtima

e There will be only one first, one second and one third at the Local and
Regional level

e *NOTE: Time Count will begin AFTER recitation of Tashahud by
participants. Recitation of Tashahud is mandatory and marks will be
deducted if the participant makes a mistake in its recitation.

Tash-shahud in Arabic:
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French Speech

Group #1: 30 Years and Younger

Criteria for Marking for French Speeches Marks

Content (Excellent Understanding of the Topic) 15
References (i.e. Holy Qur’an, Hadith, Writings of the Promised

Messiahas/Khulafa’-e-Karam/Other scholars) 3
Appropriate and Effective Vocabulary 5
Style & Delivery (i.e. Appropriate Pitch & Effective Pauses) 5
Maintain Eye Contact 5
Correctness & Clarity of Pronunciation 5
Time (*please see note above) 5
Memorization (not in local) 5
TOTAL 50




Poem

30 Years and Younger

*NOTE:
1. Repetition of couplets is not allowed.
2. Ta‘lm secretaries should help sisters who cannot read Urdu to make

sure they have proper pronunciation.
3.0nly the 1st position holder with marks of 80% or higher the Local level

will proceed to the Regional Ijtima
4.0nly 1st position holders from Group #1 with marks of 90% or higher at

the Regional Ijtima will proceed to the National Ijtima.
5. There will be only one first, one second and one third at local and

regional level

Criteria for Marking

Memorization
(regional & National) >

Correctness and Clarity of
Pronunciation >
Melody (including Appropriate 0
Pitch)
TOTAL 30

Recitation of ONE of the following memorized poems:



Poem

30 Years and Younger
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Poem

30 Years and Younger
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Poem

30 Years and Younger
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Poem

30 Years and Younger
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Bait Bazi

All Age Groups

Recite couplets from the following books ONLY:
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*NOTE: This Competition will be held at local, regional and national Ijtima.

¢ Only one participant from each region will advance to nationals

¢ No repetition is allowed.

e Rounds: 10

e Time limit: 10 seconds

e There will be only one first, one second and one third at local and regional level

e Only the 1st position holder with marks of 80% or higher the local level will
proceed to the Regional Ijtima

e Only the 1st position holder with marks of 90% or higher at the Regional level
will proceed to the National Ijtima

Criteria for Marking Marks

Correctness 10

Correct Pronunciation (i.e.

Basic Rules & Stop Signs) 20

TOTAL 30




Urdu & English

Extempore Speech
All Age Groups

¢ Delivery of a 2-minute speech in either Urdu or English on a randomly selected
topic chosen by the participant.

¢ Only the 1st position holder with marks of 80% or higher the Local level will
proceed to the Regional Ijtima

¢ [inds at the Regional Level

¢ There will be only one first, one second and one Third at local and Regional level

¢ NOTE: Time begins immediately therefore, participants may simply recite
Bismillah to begin their speech.

Criteria for Marking for Urdu & English Speeches

Conlent (Excellent Understanding of the Topic) 15

References (i.e. Holy Quran, Hadith, Writings of the Promised
Messiahas/Khulafa’-e-Karam/Other scholars)

Appropriate and Effective Vocabulary 5

Style & Delivery (i.e. Appropriate Pitch & Effective Pauses) 5
Maintain Eye Contact 90% of the Time 5
Correctness & Clarity of Pronunciation 5
Memorization (Not for local) 5

Time (*please see note above) 5




Ouiz
All Age Groups

Questions will be taken from the following book: The Life & Character of
the Seal of Prophets (sa) Volume 1 (pg. 110 126)

Rules

e Do not share the Q/A with anyone including the participants
beforehand

e There will be one competition that will be held in both languages.
Participants will choose which language they want to answer

e The content of the answer should be 100% correct.

e Time limit: 10 seconds to answer (please use a timer)

e Participants will be participating as individuals, not teams.

e To answer, participants may raise a paddle or hand, or use a buzzer

e This competition will be held at the Local Level Only

*Note for Secretaries: The marking criteria and the Q/A will be sent
closer to the Ijtima (December), please DO NOT share it with any
participant



Essay

Due: March 31st, 2026

TOPIC: The foundation of a believer's life is their connection with Allah
the Almighty
Can be in English OR Urdu OR French OR Arabic

Criteria for Marking Marks

Content (Excellent Understanding of the Topic) 20

References (i.e. Holy Qur’an, Hadith, Writings of the

Promised Messiah(as)/Khulafa’-e-Karam/Other scholars) 20

Organization (i.e. essay is well structured with a
beginning, body and conclusion; does not digress from 20
thesis; appropriate transitions between paragraphs, etc.)

Writing Style (word choice, appropriate tone, sentence

s i 15

structure, author’s voice, etc.)
Grammar, Spelling, Punctuation 15
Formatting (word count, font, line spacing, margins, 0

pagination, etc.)

TOTAL 100




Essay

Due: March 31st, 2026

INSTRUCTIONS
The essay should be typed up and submitted electronically to:
essaycompetition@lajna.ca

The marking criteria will be based on:
e (lear focus on the main theme throughout
e Sound supporting arguments and examples
e Well organized & well structured ideas
e (Correct and effective use of language
e Proper referencing
e Formatting Instructions
e Double-spaced
e Maximum 1500 word limit (excluding references)



